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Tentative Rulings     
December 19, 2016     
Department 11 
 

 

NOTICE TO ALL GUARDIANS AND PETITIONERS:  The Family Law Facilitator offers assistance on 
Guardianship matters by appointment.  PLEASE NOTE: Guardianship workshops are no longer being 
held.  The Court recommends that all Guardians and Petitioners, especially self represented litigants 
(individuals without an attorney) contact and make an appointment for assistance on their 
Guardianships to ensure that Guardians are aware of their ongoing obligations/responsibilities to the 
Ward and to the Court.   
 

****************************************************************************************** 

1:30 p.m. 
****************************************************************************************** 

  

GUARDIANSHIPS  
 

GDN OF ALEXANDER BELL 
Case Number: 23157 
 

Tentative Ruling on an Order to Show Cause Re: Sanctions and Further Proceedings on the Annual 
Review:  
 
The Petition for Guardianship of the Person was filed February 28, 2002 by Elsie Bell and Marie Blair.  An 

Amended Petition was filed on April 19, 2002 which sought appointment of Elsie Bell and Dena Lozoya.  On 

December 20, 2002, Elsie Bell and Dena Lozoya were appointed the Guardians of the Person.  Guardianship is 

for the minor, Alexandra Bell only.  The annual Confidential Guardianship Status Report was to have been 

submitted to the Court no later than October 17, 2016.  The report has not been submitted.   

 

The Guardians are ORDERED to appear at today’s hearing and to submit their Annual Status Report at 
the time of the hearing.  Failure to do so may result in the imposition of sanctions in the amount of 
$250.00.  
 
 

GDN OF JACOB ANDERSON 
Case Number: 28826 
 

Tentative Ruling on Further Proceedings on Petition for Appointment of the Guardian of the Person:  
This matter is on calendar for determination of whether to grant the Petition for Appointment of Guardian of the 

Person of minor, Jacob Anderson.  The Petition was filed by Cheryl Tullis, the maternal grandmother of the 

minor.  A Temporary Order Appointing Temporary Guardians has not been issued. 

 

The Court has reviewed and considered the Court Investigator’s report filed October 28, 2016 and agrees with 

the recommendation to grant the Petition.  The Court FINDS it would be detrimental for the child to be with 
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either parent or any parent objecting to the guardianship, the guardianship is in the child’s best interest and is 

necessary and convenient.  The proposed Guardians are suitable.  No objections have been filed.   

  

There is no proof of service on the Notice of Hearing on maternal grandfather.  Without notice to the maternal 

grandfather the Court is without jurisdiction to grant the matter.  The Petition has otherwise been properly and 

timely noticed.  At the previous hearing on November 7, 2016, the Petitioner was advised to file a declaration 

outline her attempts to serve the maternal grandfather.  A Declaration has been filed which indicates Petitioners 

attempts to serve Jim Samples but there is no indicating in the declaration or elsewhere in the file that Mr. 

Samples is the maternal grandfather.  With proper notice the Court is inclined to grant the Petition.  An 
appearance is required by the Petitioner to provide testimony that Mr. Samples is the maternal 
grandfather to permit the granting of the Petition.   
 

GDN OF MICHAELA BAKER 
Case Number: 28942 
 

Tentative Ruling on Petition for Appointment of the Guardian of the Person:  This matter is on calendar 

for determination of whether to grant the Petition for Appointment of Guardian of the Person and Estate of 

minor Michaela Baker.  The Petition was filed by non-relatives (Laurie and Robert Lankford).  A Temporary 

Order Appointing Temporary Guardians issued November 10, 2016 and expires today unless extended.  The 

Court has received a request from the Court Investigator to continue the matter.  The request is GRANTED.  

The matter is continued to Monday, January 9, 2017 at 1:30 p.m. in Department 11.  Temporary orders shall 

remain in full force and effect until the continued hearing date.  

 

GDN OF JAYZEN BARKLEY 
Case Number: 28273 
 
Tentative Ruling on Confirmation of Counsel:  This proceeding relates to a Petition for Guardianship of the 

Person was filed May 12, 2015 by Melanie Armstrong, the minor’s aunt.  On June 15, 2015, Melanie 

Armstrong was appointed the Guardian of the Person. This matter is on for Confirmation of Counsel. The Court 

issued an Order Appointing Counsel for Minor under Probate Code § 1470, et seq. Attorney, Margaret Huscher, 

Deputy Public Defender, on December 9, 2016. Attorney Huscher is directed to appear to confirm or 
decline representation.  
  
The Court confirms the future dates of January 1, 2017 for trial on Petition for Visitation. 

 

GDN OF BRANHAM 
Case Number 28876 
 
Tentative Ruling on Petition for Appointment of the Guardian of the Person:  This matter is on calendar 

for determination of whether to grant the Petition for Appointment of Guardian of the Person of minor, James 

Branham.  The Petition was filed by Mariana Turner, the step-mother of the minor.  A Temporary Order 

Appointing Temporary Guardians issued September 16, 2016 remain in full force and effect until further order 

of the Court.   

  

The Court has reviewed and considered the Court Investigator’s report filed October 19, 2016 and agrees with 

the recommendation to grant the Petition.  The Court FINDS it would be detrimental for the child to be with 
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either parent or any parent objecting to the guardianship, the guardianship is in the child’s best interest and is 

necessary and convenient.  The proposed Guardians are suitable.  No objections have been filed.   

  

The Court has dispensed with notice to mother, the unknown paternal grandfather, the unknown maternal 

grandmother, the deceased maternal grandfather and the minor siblings. A Consent and Appointment and 

Waiver of Notice was executed by the Paternal grandmother.  The Petition has been properly and timely 

noticed.   

 

The Court GRANTS the petition with visitation at the discretion of the Guardian.  A proposed Order 

Appointing Guardian and Order Dispensing with Notice have been lodged and will be executed.  The proposed 

additional orders attached to the Court Investigator’s report are adopted by the Court and the Clerk is directed to 

attach said additional orders to the Order Appointing Guardian.   The Annual Review is set for Monday, 
December 18, 2017 at 1:30 in Department 11. 
 

GDN OF ANTHONY CAMILLIERI 
Case Number: 28466 
 

Tentative Ruling on Petition for Appointment of Successor Guardian of the Person: This matter is on 

calendar for determination of whether to grant the Petition for Appointment of Successor Guardian of the 

Person of minor Anthony Camillieri. The Petition was filed by the minor Anthony Camillieri requesting the 

Court to appoint Richard and Nancy Camilieri, the paternal grandparents, as successor guardians.  

The Guardianship was initially established on December 14, 2015, when the minor’s stepmother, Amber 

Camillieri was appointed his guardian.  

 

The Court has not yet received the Court Investigator’s recommendation. Furthermore, no proof of service of 

the Notice of Hearing has been served as to the mother, Janine Homem. Probate Code § 1511(b).  Without 

Notice of Hearing the Court is without jurisdiction to consider the matter. The matter is continued to Monday 
January 30, 2017 at 1:30 p.m. in Department 11 to provide the Petitioner additional time to serve the parties 

identified above. Petitioner is ordered to file a new Notice of Hearing with the continued hearing date. The new 

Notice of Hearing must be served at least 15 days prior to the continued hearing date on the parties identified 

above and in compliance with Probate Code § 1511.  In the alternative, if Petitioner cannot serve the parties 

identified above, the Court will require a declaration explaining why they cannot be served and the efforts of 

Petitioner to locate and serve the parties identified above, in order to permit the Court to dispense with notice to 

these parties.   

 

GDN OF MARINO CARILLO 
Case Number: 27649 

 

Tentative Ruling on an Order to Show Cause Re: Sanctins and Further Proceedings on the Annual 
Review: The Petition for Guardianship of the Person was filed September 3, 2013 by Elke and Tony Bibbins.  

On October 21, 2016, Elke and Tony Bibbins were appointed the Guardians of the Person.  The annual 

Confidential Guardianship Status Report was to have been submitted to the Court no later than October 3, 2016. 

The annual Confidential Guardianship Status Report was to have been submitted to the Court no later than 

October 17, 2016.  The report has not been submitted.   

 

The Guardians are ORDERED to appear at today’s hearing and to submit their Annual Status Report at 
the time of the hearing.  Failure to do so may result in the imposition of sanctions in the amount of 
$250.00.  
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GDN OF KAYDEN CECIL 
Case Number: 28068 
 
Tentative Ruling on Petition for Visitation: the Petition for Guardianship of the Person was filed on October 

10, 2014 by Brenda Cecil-Ide and Lesia Cecil-Ide, minor’s aunts. On November 17, 2014, Brenda Cecil-Ide and 

Lesia Cecil-Ide were appointed Guardians of the Person. This matter is on calendar for a Petition for Visitation 

filed by the mother, Jessica Cecil, on November 10, 2016. 

 

Proper notice of today’s hearing has been given to Brenda Cecil-Ide. No proof of services has been given to the 

Co-Guardian Lesia Cecil-Ide. Without Notice of Hearing the Court is without jurisdiction to consider the 

matter. The matter is continued to Monday January 30, 2017 at 1:30 p.m. in Department 11 to provide the 

Petitioner additional time to serve the partie identified above. Petitioner is ordered to file a new Notice of 

Hearing with the continued hearing date. The new Notice of Hearing must be served at least 15 days prior to the 

continued hearing date on the parties identified above and in compliance with Probate Code § 1511.  In the 

alternative, if Petitioner cannot serve the parties identified above, the Court will require a declaration explaining 

why they cannot be served and the efforts of Petitioner to locate and serve the parties identified above, in order 

to permit the Court to dispense with notice to these parties.   

 

GDN OF ANNAH CISNEROS 
Case Number: 28029 
GDN OF MAXIMILLIARN CISNEROS, JR 
Case Number: 25532 
  

Tentative Ruling on Further Proceedings on Petition for Visitation of Max Cisneros and Petition for 
Visitation of Allareta Hopkins:  The Father, Maxmillian Cisnero, Sr., filed a Petition for Visitation on 

February 3, 2016.  The Mother, Allareta Hopkins filed a Petition for Visitation on July 28, 2016.   

  

As for the Father’s Petition, the Court has review the Court Investigator’s memorandum filed March 14, 2016 

which recommends that the Father be granted brief weekly supervised visits.  On its own motion, this Court 

takes judicial notice of the full court file in Hopkins v. Cisneros, Sr. (180747), and notes that Restraining Order 

was modified on August 1, 2016 to remove the minors as additional protected individuals.  As a result the 

Father is no longer prohibited from seeing the minors pursuant to the Restraining Order presently in place.  The 

Restraining Order would still prohibit contact between the Father and the Guardian.  For these reason on August 

22, 2016  the Court granted supervised visits once weekly for three hours 

  

As for the Mother’ Petition, the Court notes that at the hearing on June 20, 2016, the Guardian indicated her 

willingness to permit additional and unsupervised visits with the Mother.  Based on this representation the 

Petition was dropped from calendar as it appeared that the parties were working together to resolve the matter.  

The present Petition was then filed on July 28, 2016 by the Mother indicating that the Guardian, despite her 

previous representations to the Court, would only allow supervised visits.  The Court has reviewed the Court 

Investigator’s memorandum filed on June 3, 2016 and agrees with the recommendation. On August 22, 2016, 

the Court ordered unsupervised visits for the mother and the child Friday from 3:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.  

 

An appearance is required by the Guardian, Father and Mother to discuss the status of current visitation 
between the parents and the minor children.  
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GDN OF MYRA DASILVA 
Case Number: 28818 
 
Tentative Ruling on Confirmation of Counsel:  This proceeding relates to a Petition for Guardianship of the 

Person of minor, Myra DaSilva and for a Confirmation of Counsel.  The Petition for Appointment was filed by 

Jeff and Tasha DaSilva, the paternal uncle and aunt of the minor.  A Temporary Order Appointing Temporary 

Guardians issued August 15, 2016 and remain in full force and effect until further order of the Court. This 

matter is on for Confirmation of Conflict Free Counsel. The Court issued an Order Appointing Counsel for 

Minor under Probate Code § 1470, et seq. Attorney, Jennifer Ayres, on December 9, 2016. Attorney Ayres is 
directed to appear to confirm or decline representation.  
 

The Court confirms the future dates of January 11, 2017 for trial on Petition for to Appoint Guardian of the 

Person. 

 
GDN OF CHARITY FOREMAN 
Case Number: 28940 
 

Tentative Ruling on Petition for Appointment of the Guardian of the Person:  This matter is on calendar 

for determination of whether to grant the Petition for Appointment of Guardian of the Person of minor Charity 

Foreman.  The Petition was filed by the purported biological father (Charles Keller), with a paternity test 

allegedly pending.  A Temporary Order Appointing Temporary Guardians issued November 10, 2016 and 

expires today unless extended.  The Court has reviewed and considered the CFS report filed December 12, 2016 

and agrees with the recommendation to deny the Petition.  The Petition is DENIED.  The clerk shall close the 

file.  

 
GDN OF PATRICIA GOULD 
Case Number: 28140 
 
Tentative Ruling on Further Proceedings Regarding Petition to Fix Residence Outside of California:  A 

Petition for Guardianship was filed by the paternal grandmother (Patricia Gould) on December 30, 2014.  

Letters of Guardianship issued to the paternal grandmother on March 2, 2015.   

 

In June 2015, the Court granted the Guardian’s Petition to Fix Residence Outside of California.  The matter is 

on calendar today to confirm that a Guardianship has been established in the minor’s new residence of Idaho.  

The Guardian previously provided uncertified copies of Idaho proceedings related to the registration of a child 

custody determination, but the Court previously indicated that the mechanism by which one registers a child 

custody determination is different from obtaining a guardianship (or its equivalent) in the State of Idaho.  The 

Court has also previously noted that the Guardian attempted to have the California Guardianship “registered” 

within the State of Idaho, but that is also different from obtaining a guardianship (or its equivalent) in the State 

of Idaho.    

 

Since this matter was last on calendar, no new documents have been filed.  An appearance by the Guardian is 
necessary to apprise the Court of the Guardian’s efforts to establish an Idaho Guardianship.  In light of 
the Guardian’s relocation to the State of Idaho, the Court will accept an appearance by telephone.   
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GDN OF DYLAN GRINER 
Case Number: 28949 
 

Tentative Ruling on Petition for Appointment of the Guardian of the Person:  This matter is on calendar 

for determination of whether to grant the Petition for Appointment of Guardian of the Person of minor Dylan 

Griner.  The Petition was filed by an aunt, Cassandra Crowder.  A Temporary Order Appointing Temporary 

Guardians issued November 10, 2016 and expires today unless extended.  The Court has reviewed the Court 

Investigator’s report filed December 14, 2016.  It indicates that the Petitioner is no longer interested in pursuing 

guardianship, as she will be relocating to the State of Nevada and the family has decided it would be in the best 

interests of the minor that he not be separated from his biological parents by that great a distance.  In light of the 

Court Investigator’s report, the Petition is DENIED.  The clerk shall close the file.   

 

GDN OF ALLIYAH HAGADORN 
Case Number: 28276 
 

Tentative Ruling on Petition for Visitation:  Letters of Guardianship issued to the paternal aunt (Alita Angell-

Murray) on June 22, 2015.  The maternal grandmother (Teresa Garcia-Broom) filed a Petition for Visitation on 

November 16, 2016 seeking the following visitation: 

 

1. every other weekend (12:00 p.m. Saturday to 5 p.m. Sunday), or 

2. every other Saturday (9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. with one overnight per month), and 

3. the ability to attend extracurricular activities. 

 

Visitation is currently at the discretion of the Guardian.  Proper notice of today’s hearing on the Petition for 

Visitation has not been provided to the Guardian, as required by Probate Code § 1460(b)(1).   

 

The Court Investigator is directed to prepare a supplemental report regarding the issue of visitation to the 

mother.  This matter is continued to Monday, January 23,  2017 at 1:30 p.m. in Department 11 to provide 

time for the Court Investigator to prepare and submit a supplemental report and for the Petitioner to have 

additional time to serve the parties identified above.  The Petitioner is ordered to file a new Notice of Hearing 

with the continued hearing date.  The new Notice of Hearing must be served at least 15 days prior to the 

continued hearing date on the parties identified above and in compliance with Probate Code § 1460.   

 

GDN OF ALLEN JACKSON 
Case Number: 28349 
 

Tentative Ruling on Petition for Visitation:  Letters of Guardianship issued to the maternal grandmother 

(Jennifer Allen) on August 24, 2015.  The mother (Justine Jackson) filed a Petition for Visitation on October 20, 

2016 seeking the following visitation: 10 a.m. Saturday to 7 p.m. Sunday on weekends.  Visitation is currently 

at the discretion of the Guardian.  Proper notice has been provided. 

 

When this matter was last on calendar, the Court directed the Court Investigator to prepare a supplemental 

report regarding the issue of visitation by the mother and continued the matter to today’s date.  The Court has 

reviewed and considered the supplemental report that was lodged on November 29, 2016 and agrees with the 

recommendation to deny the Petition for Visitation.  The Court notes that visitation remains at the discretion of 

the Guardian and also notes that the Guardian has expressed a willingness to allow supervised visitation. 

 

The Petition for Visitation is DENIED.   
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GDN OF ISAAC KELLEY 
Case Number: 27107 
 

Tentative Ruling on Further Proceedings Regarding Petition to Fix Residence Outside the State of 
California: Letters of Guardianship issued to the former foster parents (Denise and Rodger Babbitt) on April 

23, 2012.  .  The Court granted a Petition to Fix Residence Outside the State of California on April 25, 2016, 

and directed the Guardians to commence an Illinois Guardianship (or its equivalent) within four months.  When 

the matter came on for status hearing on August 22, 2016, the Guardians informed the Court that they have not 

yet been able to sell their residence in order to move to Illinois.  At that time, the Court executed an Order 

Fixing Residence Outside the State of California.  An appearance is necessary to apprise the Court of the 
Status of the Guardians’ efforts to relocate to the State of Illinois.  If the Guardians are currently in the 
State of Illinois, a telephonic appearance is permitted. 

 
GDN OF JASON LAVOY, BRIAN MULLENS, MARISSA MARQUARD, 
ZAIDEN MYERS 
Case Number: 28921 
 

This matter is on calendar for determination of whether to grant the Petition for Appointment of Guardian of the 

Person of minors Jason Lavoy, Brian Mullens, Marissa Marquard, and Zaiden Myers.  The Petition was filed by 

the maternal grandmother (Lori Miller).  A Temporary Order Appointing Guardian issued on October 24, 2016.   

 

The matter was last on calendar on November 21, 2016, at which time the Court continued the matter to give 

time to address two issues: (1) the Court Investigator’s request for a continuance in order to prepare a report, 

and (2) service of proper notice on all parties required to be given notice of the hearing under Probate Code § 

1511.   

 

The Court has reviewed and considered the Court Investigator’s report filed December 14, 2016 and agrees with 

the recommendation to grant the Petition.  The Court FINDS it would be detrimental for the child to be with 

either parent or any parent objecting to the guardianship, the guardianship is in the child’s best interest and is 

necessary and convenient.  The proposed Guardians are suitable.  No objections have been filed.   

 

While there Petitioner has filed a Notice of Hearing, that document does not provide proper notice to any of the 

necessary parties.  Pursuant to Probate Code § 1511, notice of hearing must be given to the necessary parties at 

least 15 days before the hearing date.  The Notice of Hearing and proof of service filed by the Petitioner on 

December 6, 2016 indicate that they were mailed on November 28, 2016, but provided notice of a November 

21, 2016 hearing date – a hearing that took place 7 days before the notice was ever given.  For this reason, 

proper notice has not been provided.  

 

The Court also notes that there is significant information missing from the Petition regarding the names and 

addresses of various family members.  In order for the Court to determine whether proper notice has been 

provided to the required family members, that information will need to be supplemented to either provide the 

names of the paternal grandparents for each of the minors and the addresses Lee Lavoy, Douglas Myers, Jesse 

Marquard, Alicia Irwin, Jennifer Irwin, the paternal grandparents, and Bob Irwin.  Without proper notice the 

Court is without jurisdiction to grant the matter.  The Petition has otherwise been properly and timely noticed.  

With proper notice the Court is inclined to grant the Petition.    
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This matter is continued to Monday, January 23, 2017 at 1:30 p.m. in Department 11 to provide the 

Petitioner additional time to serve the parties identified above.  Petitioner is ordered to file a new Notice of 

Hearing with the continued hearing date.  The new Notice of Hearing must be served at least 15 days prior to 

the continued hearing date on the parties identified above and in compliance with Probate Code § 1511.  In the 

alternative, if Petitioner cannot serve the parties identified above, the Court will require a declaration explaining 

why they cannot be served and the efforts of Petitioner to locate and serve the parties identified above, in order 

to permit the Court to dispense with notice to these parties.  Temporary orders shall remain in effect until the 

continued hearing date.   

 

GDN OF MADISON AND ABIGAIL MCDONALD 
Case Number: 27857 
 
Tentative Ruling on Petition for Appointment of Successor Guardian:  Due to a termination of parental 

rights in a prior proceeding, there is some confusion as to the parties involved in this case.  More specifically, 

the petitioner is the biological mother (Melissa Hawkins a/k/a Justice Diamond Hawkins) and the current 

guardian is the biological maternal grandmother (Judith Hill).  Due to the adoption, these individuals are 

technically non-relatives, but will be discussed herein as the “biological mother” and the “biological 

grandmother.”  

 

Letters of Guardianship of the Person and Estate of minor Abigail McDonald issued to the biological maternal 

grandmother (Judith Hill) on May 12, 2015.  The biological mother (Melissa/Justice Hawkins) filed a Petition 

for Appointment of Guardian of the person of minor Abigail McDonald on November 10, 2016.   

 

The Court Investigator is directed to prepare a supplemental report regarding whether to grant the pending 

Petition for Appointment of Successor Guardian.   

 

The Petition is deficient in the following ways: 

 

1. Names and Addresses of Relatives.  The Petition fails to state the names and addresses of the minor’s 

relatives, including the father, mother, paternal grandparents, or maternal grandparents.   

 

2. Notice of Hearing and Proof of Service.  Probate Code § 1511requires that notice of the hearing on such 

a petition be provided to the proposed ward, the parents of the proposed ward, any guardians of the 

proposed ward, and the relatives named in the Petition.  The Notice of Hearing that was filed November 

14, 2016 is blank and does not reflect that any service has been made on the necessary parties required 

under Probate Code § 1511. 

 

3. Conflicting Information Regarding Guardianship of the Estate.  The Petition indicates that it is a Petition 

for Guardianship of the Person and of the Estate, but then at Item 1c(1) indicates that a bond should not 

be required because “petition is for a temporary guardianship of the person only.”  (Emphasis added.)   

 

This matter is continued to Monday, January 23, 2017 at 1:30 p.m. in Department 11 to provide the 

Petitioner additional time to serve the parties identified above.  Petitioner is ordered to file a new Notice of 

Hearing with the continued hearing date.  The new Notice of Hearing must be served at least 15 days prior to 

the continued hearing date on the parties identified above and in compliance with Probate Code § 1511.  In the 

alternative, if Petitioner cannot serve the parties identified above, the Court will require a declaration explaining 

why they cannot be served and the efforts of Petitioner to locate and serve the parties identified above, in order 

to permit the Court to dispense with notice to these parties.   
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The Court notes that this matter was set for further proceedings regarding an Annual Status Review on 

“Monday, January 18, 2017 at 1:30 p.m. in Department 11.”  January 18, 2017 is not a Monday, so that 

previously-set hearing date is vacated.  This matter is set for further proceedings on Annual Status Review as to 

Abigail McDonald on Monday, January 23, 2017 at 1:30 p.m. in Department 11.   

 

GDN OF OLGA NEPOMNYASHCHY 
Case Number: 28241 
 

Tentative Ruling on Confirmation of Filing of Inventory and Appraisal and Confirmation of Filing of the 
First Account and Report:  This proceeding is a Guardianship of the Person and Estate.  The matter is on 

calendar for (1) confirmation of filing of the Inventory and Appraisal, and (2) review of the First Account and 

Report.   

 

An Inventory and Appraisal was filed on November 18, 2016 and is accepted by the Court. 

 

A Final Account and Report was filed on November 18, 2016 and is accepted by the Court.   

 

A proposed Order will need to be submitted before the file can be closed.  The Guardian is ordered to file a 

proposed Order by January 13, 2017.  The proposed Order shall specifically include language regarding the 

transfer of the jewelry.   

 

The Annual Review hearing currently set for October 23, 2017 is vacated.  This matter is set for review re 

status of submission of proposed Order on Monday, January 23, 2017 at 1:30 p.m. in Department 11.  If the 

proposed Order is lodged and executed before that date, the review hearing will be vacated.   

 

GDN OF RYDER REED 
Case Number: 27880 
 

Tentative Ruling on Petition for Visitation:  Letters of Guardianship issued to a non-relative (Lori Ray) on 

June 9, 2014.  The biological mother (Michelle Reed) filed a Petition for Visitation on November 17, 2016 

seeking visitation of one hour per week on Saturday with additional visitation to be added over time.  Proper 

notice of today’s hearing on the Petition for Visitation has not been provided to the Guardian, as required by 

Probate Code § 1460(b)(1).  The Guardian filed an objection in the form of a written declaration on December 

1, 2016.  

 

The Court Investigator is directed to prepare a supplemental report regarding the issue of visitation to the 

mother.  An appearance is necessary by both the Petitioner and the Guardian to discuss setting this 
matter for contested hearing.   

 
GDN OF MAX SMITH 
Case Number: 28825 
 

Tentative Ruling on Annual Review:  The Petition for Guardianship of the Person was filed in Sacramento 

County on January 27, 2011 by Rhonda and Curtis Bergstrom.  On March 29, 2011, Rhonda and Curtis 

Bergstrom were appointed the Guardians.  On September 6, 2016, the Sacramento County Superior Court 

transferred this matter to Shasta County Superior Court.  The matter is on calendar today for Annual Status 
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Review.  A Confidential Guardianship Status Report was submitted to the Court on November 22, 2016.  An 
appearance is required by the Guardian(s) to address the Status Report. 
 

GDN OF GRACIE VICTORINE 
Case Number: 28825 
 

Tentative Ruling on Confirmation of Counsel and Further Proceedings on Petition for Appointment of 
Guardian:  This proceeding relates to a Petition for Appointment of Guardian of the minor, Gracie Victorine. 

This matter is on for Confirmation of Counsel. The Court issued an Order Appointing Counsel for Minor under 

Probate Code § 1470, et seq. to Deputy Public Defender, Matthew Izzi, on November 2, 2016. Attorney Izzi is 
directed to appear to confirm or decline representation.  
 As for the Further Proceedings on Petition for Appointment of Guardian, the matter was continued to 

today’s date to permit the Petitioner to service an amended Notice of Hearing on the father, maternal 

grandfather and paternal grandfather.  A declaration has been filed related to Petitioner’s efforts to locate the 

father, maternal grandfather and paternal grandfather.  Based on this declaration the Court dispenses with notice 

to the father, maternal grandfather and paternal grandfather.  An appearance is required by the Petitioner 
and objecting mother to set this matter for a contested hearing. 
 

GDN OF LAKOTA AND BENTLY ZOSEL 
Case Number: 28101 
 

Tentative Ruling on Petition for Appointment of Guardian of the Person: :  After a court trial, Letters of 

Guardianship issued to Elizabeth Boren and Tara Nicholson on January 25, 2016.  Elizabeth Boren and Tara 

Nicholson represented themselves as the maternal step-grandmother and the maternal aunt on their original 

Petition.  The maternal grandmother (Jackie Lauth) appeared at the court trial in January 2016 and contested the 

petition.   Though she did not prevail at trial, the Court indicated that she may bring a Petition to Terminate the 

Guardianship at a later date if she so chose.   

 

The court trial in January 2016 was a continued trial date because, when the matter was on for court trial in 

November 2015, the Court attempted to reach the tribal representative of the Tlingit/Haida Indian tribe, but was 

unsuccessful so the matter was continued to January 2016 to provide time for proper service on the tribe.  When 

the matter came on for trial in January 2016, the Court declined to grant another continuance, noting that no 

response had been received from the tribe. 

 

On October 6, 2016, the maternal grandmother (Jackie Lauth) filed her own Petition for Appointment of 

Guardian.  That Petition has been properly and timely noticed.  A Court Investigator’s report was filed on 

November 10, 2016.  However, the Court has not reviewed and considered that report because a Notice of 

Designation of Tribal Representative and Notice of Intervention in a Court Proceeding Involving an Indian 

Child was received on December 14, 2016.  That document was not filed because it was not served on all 

parties.   

 

With the recent notice received by the Hydaburg Cooperative Assocation, which indicates that it is a federally 

recognized Indian tribe listed in the Federal Register, the Court declines to rule on the Petition until further 

information is received.  Appearances are necessary to discuss the status of this matter and whether 
jurisdiction should be transferred to the tribe’s jurisdiction. 


